
Drought Relief Emergency Food Distributions 
Volunteer Information and Checklist 

So… What is the drought all about? 
Many of our clients on the west side of Fresno County have been economically impacted by the water 
crisis.  Governor Schwarzenegger recently declared Fresno County as a disaster area in the state of Cali-
fornia due to the drought that has been occurring for over three years.  Since July of 2009, we have been 
distributing approximately 2 million pounds of food a month in emergency aid to hunger-stricken rural 
communities in west Fresno County.  
 
How can I help? 
We need volunteers to help us distribute this emergency drought relief food in the communities of  Coa-
linga, Selma, San Joaquin, and Mendota. Without your helping hands, our clients would not be served.  
 
We need volunteers to assist with the following jobs: 

• Distributing food to clients:  loading vehicles with pre-packaged boxes of food 
•   Loading fresh produce into bags and distributing it to the clients 
• Registering Clients (must be bilingual) 
• Handing out water to volunteers and staff 
• Directing the flow of cars through the food acquisition system 
• Miscellaneous tasks as assigned 

*Training for these positions will be provided on-site.   
 
Youth Policy:  
Volunteers 15 and under must be accompanied by an adult 21 years or older, in a 1:5 ratio of adult to 
youth.  Volunteers 16 and above may come without an adult.  Volunteers as young as 10 years of age 
may assist during the week; we ask that they not miss school unless they are doing a service learning 
project with a school note.  Volunteers as young as 7 may volunteer on Saturdays.   
 
The following checklist can help you as you prepare for your volunteer shift: 
1. Dress in many layers, as the weather can be unpredictable.   
2. Wear close-toed shoes; this is a mandatory safety requirement.  
3. Complete the volunteer information form for every member of your group.  If anyone has volun-

teered at Community Food Bank in the past year, they do not need to complete the form again.  Vol-
unteers can bring it with them or fill it out on-site. 

4. Arrange carpooling if possible.  You can deduct your miles on your tax return. 
5. Bring your own water, electrolyte drinks, and snacks if possible.  
 
 

Thanks for your wonderful help as we work together to serve our clients in need!!! 


